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§7-702.
(a) The General Assembly finds and declares that:

(1)  There are over 2,500 disabled children placed outside of their
homes by State agencies;

(2)  Because of a lack of support services within the community,
families are often forced to place their disabled children outside the home and
excessive costs are associated with certain residential placements;

(3) The family support services project sponsored by the Maryland
State Planning Council on Developmental Disabilities has demonstrated that
disabled children can be returned to the community and new residential placements
prevented when support services for families are available;

(4) Family support services enable families to provide for the needs
of their disabled children in the least restrictive setting; and

(5) Maintaining disabled children with their families has been
demonstrated to be cost effective.

(b)  The General Assembly declares that it is the policy of this State to
enhance the quality of life for children with developmental disability and their
families, to preserve family unity, and to promote family stability by:

(1) Providing essential family support services to assist families in
caring for children with developmental disability in the home; and

(2) Diminishing the use of residential placements for children with
developmental disability.
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